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county on all occasions, so that his house was never
free* There were sometimes twenty persons more
than his family, and some that stayed there all the
summer, to his no small expense; by this he gained
the universal love of the county."
George's only surviving child, Lady Wychc, was
his sole executrix. He was buried "with extra-
ordinary solemnity rather as a nobleman than as a
private gentleman."
John Evelyn now became owner of Wottoru In
July, 1700, he gives an, account to Pcpys of how he
occupied his time after he had settled clown there
more permanently, although he still retained his
London house.
"You will now inquire what I do here? Why as
the Patriarchs of old, 1 pass the clay in the fields
among horses and oxen, sheep and cows, bulk and
sows el cetera pccora campi. We have I thank God
finished our hay harvest prosperously- 1 am sewing
of [draining] ponds, looking after my hinds, pro-
viding carriage and tackle against reaping time and
sowing, . . . This without.
Now within doors. Never was any matron more
busy^ than my wife, disposing of our plain country
furniture for a naked old extravagant house suitable
to our employments* She has a dairy and distaffs
for lac, linum et lanam and is become a very Sabine.
But can you thus hold out, will my friend say? Is
Philosophy, Grfesham] Coll[cgc] and the example
of Mr, Pepys and agreeable conversation at Yorke
buildings quite forgotten and abandoned. No*
No* ... Know I have been ranging of no fewer
than thirty large cases of books, destined for a
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